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RUBRIC: SYNTHESIS ESSAY

CLAIM (20%)

EXCEPTIONAL
(5)

SKILLED
(4)

PROFICIENT
(3)

DEVELOPING
(2)

INADEQUATE
(1)

EVIDENCE (20%)

EXCEPTIONAL
(5)

SKILLED
(4)

PROFICIENT
(3)

DEVELOPING
(2)

INADEQUATE
(1)

WARRANTS (20%)

EXCEPTIONAL
(5)

0 / 5

0 / 5

The text introduces a clear, arguable claim that can be supported by reasons and evidence.

The text introduces a compelling claim that is clearly arguable and takes a
purposeful position on an issue. The text has a structure and organization that is
carefully crafted to support the claim.

The text introduces a precise claim that is clearly arguable and takes an
identifiable position on an issue. The text has an effective structure and
organization that is aligned with the claim.

The text introduces a claim that is arguable and takes a position. The text has a
structure and organization that is aligned with the claim.

The text contains an unclear or emerging claim that suggests a vague position.
The text attempts a structure and organization to support the position.

The text contains an unidentifiable claim or vague position. The text has limited
structure and organization.

0 / 5

The text provides sufficient data and evidence to back up the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both the claim and counterclaim. The text provides a conclusion that supports the
argument.

The text provides convincing and relevant evidence to back up the claim. Evidence
is appropriately integrated (with variation), cited, and related to claim.

The text provides sufficient and relevant evidence to back up the claim. Evidence
is cited and shows integration.

The text provides evidence to back up the claim. Evidence is mostly related to the
claim, but shows very little errors in integration or citation.

The text provides data and evidence that attempt to back up the claim. Evidence
lacks relevance to claim or has errors in citation

The text contains limited data and evidence related to the claim. MLA citations are
incorrect/invalid.

0 / 5

The text synthesizes multiple sources by offering reasoning of evidence and how they support the
claim. The text addresses the specific needs of the audience.

The text consistently offer insightful reasoning behind the evidence chosen. The
analysis of the evidence is well developed, tied directly back to primary and
secondary claims, and does not include plot summary.



SKILLED
(4)

PROFICIENT
(3)

DEVELOPING
(2)

INADEQUATE
(1)

ORGANIZATION (20%)

EXCEPTIONAL
(5)

SKILLED
(4)

PROFICIENT
(3)

DEVELOPING
(2)

INADEQUATE
(1)

CONVENTIONS (20%)

EXCEPTIONAL
(5)

SKILLED
(4)

PROFICIENT
(3)

The text offers efficient reasoning behind evidence chosen. The analysis of
evidence is developed and proves evidence back to claim with skilled insight.

The text offers explanation of the evidence, and attempts at analysis over
summary. Students show an attempt at synthesizing in second warrant.

The text illustrates an inconsistent analysis of reasoning evidence back to the
claim. It includes mostly plot summary.

The text lacks an awareness any reasoning evidence as to how it proves the
secondary/primary claims.

0 / 5

The text uses words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text,
creates cohesion and clarifies the relationship between the claim and reasons, between warrants and
evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.

The text strategically uses words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to
link the major sections of the text. The text explains the relationships between the
claim and reasons as well as the evidence. The text strategically links the
counterclaims to the claim.

The text skillfully uses words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link
the major sections of the text. The text identifies the relationship between the
claim and reasons as well as the evidence. The text effectively links the
counterclaims to the claim.

The text uses words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the
major sections of the text. The text connects the claim and reasons. The text links
the counterclaims to the claim.

The text contains limited words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of
the text. The text attempts to connect the claim and reasons.

The text contains few, if any, words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections
of the text. The text does not connect the claims and reasons.

0 / 5

The text presents a formal, objective tone that demonstrates standard English conventions of usage
and mechanics while attending to the norms of the discipline (i.e. MLA, APA, etc.).

The text presents an engaging, formal and objective tone. The text intentionally
uses standard English conventions of usage and mechanics while attending to the
norms of the discipline (MLA).

The text presents a formal, objective tone. The text demonstrates standard English
conventions of usage and mechanics while attending to the norms of the
discipline (MLA).

The text presents a formal tone. The text demonstrates standard English
conventions of usage and mechanics while attending to the norms of the



DEVELOPING
(2)

INADEQUATE
(1)

discipline (MLA).

The text illustrates a limited awareness of formal tone. The text demonstrates
some accuracy in standard English conventions of usage and mechanics.

The text illustrates a limited awareness of or inconsistent tone. The text
demonstrates inaccuracy in standard English conventions of usage and
mechanics.


